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Question: May a judge employ his wife as secretary?

~ Answer; No. When a judge employs his wife as his secretary he violates the provisions of the
Code which prohibit nepotism.

The question presented is whether a judge may employ his wife as his secretary and pay
her from the State Treasury. The answer is no because in doing so the judge violates the

provisions of the Code of Judicial Ethics which prohibit nepotism. Canon 3B(4). A judge may
ipensate that relative.

B. M. Westberry 7
- Chairman

The Ethics Committee of the

Kentucky Judiciary

This formal Judicial Ethics Opinion was reversed by the Kentucky Supreme Court, Caudill v.
Ethics Committee of the Kentucky Judiciary, Ky., 986 S.W.2d 435 (1998).






